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5.   It is proposed to install 50 such basins on the farm.
The filature is capable of producing 300 pounds of silk
a month.

6.  Although sericulture is mainly a subsidiary craft,
yet 2,00,000 families depend on the prosperity of the
industry, and there are over 50,000 acres of mulberry
under cultivation, as conditions for mulberry cultivation
are ideal in many parts of the State.  'A sericulture village
has generally an air of life and prosperity all its own,'
says the Indian Economic Handbook for 1929.   Demon-
strations, exhibitions and lantern lectures are arranged in
towns and villages, at jatres (fairs), etc., and competitions
between users of modern and of old-time appliances are
encouraged.   Government loans are made to persons
starting and engaged in sericulture.

The main object of the farm is educational and
experimental. It is well-managed, and the staff, keenly
interested kindly people, are always ready to show and
to explain to visitors the different processes in operation.

As the Dewan of Mysore recently pointed out, this
industry supports, wholly or in part, nearly an eighth of
the population of the State; and he quoted the saying that,
while our gold mines were exhaustible and benefit only
a fortunate few, our sericulture was a perennial flow of
gold which brought life and prosperity to the poor of the
country.

'In natural lustre and beauty,' the Dewan added, 'the
Mysore silk, when properly treated, cannot be surpassed.
. . . We should strive to make the most of this advantage.
My ideal of a proper co-ordination between rearing and
reeling is that for every 200 acres of mulberry there
should be a centrally situated filature of ten domestic
basins, and that the reeling should be so standardized